The importance of Bacteroides intermedius (n = 2), Bacteroides veroralis (n = 1), Bacteroides oralis (n = 1), Fusobacterium nucleatum (n = 5), Fusobacterium varium (n = 1), Fusobacterium alocisl sulci (n = 2), Porphyromonas gingivalis (n = 4), Wolinella spp (n = 2), Selenomonas sputigena (n = 1), Veillonella parvula (n = 2), Actinomyces israelii (n = 3), Actinomyces viscosus (n = 1), Propionibacterium acnes (n = 3), Eubacterium aerofaciens (n = 1), Eubacterium alactolyticum (n = 2), Peptostreptococcus micros (n = 4), and Peptostreptococcus anaerobius (n = 2).
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SUBGINGIVAL PLAQUE SPECIMENS
The mean anaerobe:air + carbon dioxide ratio was 215, indicating the high proportion of anaerobes in these specimens (table 3) . FAA produced the highest anaerobic count from 17 of the 30 specimens, followed by E Col (n = 10), GAA (n = 2), Columbia agar (n = 1), Wilkins Chalgren agar (n = 1) and brain heart infusion agar (n = 0). Bact- erioides species9 and are included together with the reducing agent cysteine hydrochloride, which has also been shown to stimulate directly the growth of some anaerobes. 0 The poor performance of GAA in the recovery of organisms from clinical specimens was unexpected because it afforded good growth of all the pure cultures tested. Inspection of the plates after 48 hours' growth, however, showed a pronounced discolouration of the plates. This colour change might have been caused by acid production due to the inclusion in the media of 0-500 glucose. This observation has been reported previously with GAA." Facultative organisms present in the sample may have produced acid products-1 which subsequently inhibited the growth of slower growing anaerobes. Lactic acid, in particular, has been shown to be inhibitory to Gram negative anaerobes. 12 The fresh isolates and subgingival plaque specimens tested in this study had been taken from the mouth and thus, it might be argued, the conclusions reached may not be applicable to the cultivation and recovery of clinically important anaerobes from other body sites. In particular, the range of organisms found in subgingival plaque might differ considerably from those found in clinical specimens. The
Comparison of solid media for cultivation of anaerobes group.bmj.com on August 28, 2017 -Published by http://jcp.bmj.com/ Downloaded from groups of anaerobes found in clinical specimens but not normally found in the mouth-fragilis group Bacteroides and Clostridia spp-are generally less nutritionally demanding, however, than the other groups of anaerobes isolated from man, including those found in the mouth. Therefore the results of this study may have relevance for all body sites. Furthermore, higher isolation rates of anaerobes resulting from the use of improved media may result in the finding of positive associations between previously uncultivated anaerobes and disease states. A recent example is the frequent isolation of Eubacterium nodatum'3 from infections associated with intrauterine contraceptive devices; E nodatum was originally described as a fastidious periodontal species."4 In conclusion, on the basis of the results of this study FAA seems to be a useful all-round medium for the cultivation and recovery of anaerobes.
